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Outstanding Black Women of Yalobusha County: The Project Continues

The Powerful Love of a Grandmother:

This project brings back
many memories for me and
I hope for you as readers. I
do miss the good ole days,
but as we feature outstand-
ing black women of Yalo-
busha County, perhaps we
can bridge some gaps, peak
curiosity, or inspire positive
actions while paying hom-
age to those who have set
great examples of uncon-
ditional love and kindness.
This week we learn about
a radiant personality and
longtime friend of my fam-
ily, Margie Wilson Avant,
from her granddaughter,
Patricia Avant-Pate.

My Grandmother
Margie Wilson Avant
By Patricia Avant-Pate
I have great memories

of my grandmother Margie
Wilson Avant, who lived in
Water Valley her entire life.
She was an inspiration to
me and my brothers, Dan-
ny and Ray.

Margie was born July
6, 1917, and her parents
were Mary Shaw Avant
and John Eddie Avant. She
lived on Blackmur Drive
and eventually relocated to
her home on Haynes Street.
When I was a child my late
dad, Dudley Avant, her
eldest son, would take us
over to her house early on
Sunday mornings.

The moment we walked
through the door, the aro-
ma of her delicious biscuits,
eggs, gravy and rabbit
cooking on the stove greet-
ed us. I would only eat the
eggs, gravy and biscuits
because I did not like wild
game. My grandmother
never said a word — she just
smiled at me. But she made
sure that we ate a good
hearty breakfast before tak-
ing us to Miles Memorial
Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church on Simmons
Street for Sunday school.

For as long as I can re-
member my grandmother
was a member of Miles
CME, where she served as
an usher and could often be
seen cleaning and straight-
ening up the church. She
considered the church a sec-
ond home and loved every
position she held and the
friends she made among
the congregation. On some
Saturday evenings she took
me along as she walked to
members’ homes to collect
their church offerings when
they were ill or unable to
attend Sunday services.

As a child I understood
my grandmother was a
domestic worker in white
homes. However, she and
her employers seemed to

have mutual respect even
in that day and time when
she was required to go and
come through the back
door. She worked for the
Ross family and the Her-
man Wright family, own-
ers of Wright’s Grocery on
Calhoun Street. My father
worked at Johnson Chev-
rolet for a few years and at
Larson’s Big Star Grocery
for almost 39 years. Her
youngest son, my uncle
Leslie, is retired and lives
in Victorville, Calif.

My grandmother
worked long hours every
day but as soon as she got
home, she would tend the
flowers she planted in pots

Margie Wllson Avant

By Dottie
Chapman Reed

Reed is a native of Water
Valley and graduated from
Davidson High School in 1970
She has launched a project to
compile and share info about
women in the county who
have made an impact on the
African American community.
Her column appears bi-month-
ly, with occasional exceptions.
She can be reached at
(678) 825-2356 or
reed2318@bellsouth.net

dusting, etc. I was earning
my own money and learn-
ing the satisfaction you feel
after doing a good job.

My grandmother had
wonderful friends. She
would light up with joy
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Margie Wilson Avant

on her front porch. Her im-
maculate front yard further
attested to her love of gar-
dening. She loved fishing
just as much and took us
kids on many fishing trips.
Today my brother Danny
is an avid fisherman, while
my brother Ray and I fish
on occasion. One day we
were on the creek bank and
my grandmother caught a
snake which frightened me,
so I was done with fishing
for a while.

When Ray was just a
toddler, my grandmother
would stand him in a chair
teaching him to cook, and
I would stand at her side
watching. To teach me the
value of hard work - rath-
er than just giving me a
grandmotherly allowance
— she would have me over
every Saturday to earn a
little money by washing
dishes, mopping floors,

when they came to vis-
it, when they chatted by
phone or when she visited
with them on the street. Her
obvious pleasure in these
friendships taught me that
having good friends and
family is truly a blessing in
life. She taught us to always
be respectful of others and

Ware Earns

to treat people the way you
would want to be treated.

My grandmother gave
my brothers and me valu-
able life lessons. Even all
these years later I see my-
self using the tools she
taught me as a child. Al-
though my grandmother is
not here with me anymore
I can still hear her voice
and remember the good
times we had together. I am
so blessed and thankful to
have had such a woman in
my life.

Patricia’s ~ description
of Mrs. Margie warms my
heart as my family also
belonged to Miles CME
Church. I grew up seeing
her in action.

She had a gift, a special
countenance, a beautiful
smile and such a radiant
and pleasing personality.
Mrs. Margie set an exam-
ple that I and many others
emulated. She did not drive
but often accompanied my
mom to church programs
across the county. I remem-
ber the sidewalk that led to
her front door being lined
with beautiful aromatic
flowers matching the per-
sona of the gracious wom-
an within.

Patricia and Ron Pate re-
tired and recently moved to
Olive Branch, Mississippi
from Stockton, California.
Danny is also retired and
resides in Sierra Vista, Ariz.
Ray lives in Water Valley.

If your life has been sig-
nificantly influenced by a
black woman of Yalobusha,
let me hear from you!

Master Of

Business Administration

Joyce Charity Ware,
received her Master of
Business Administration
in Business Adm (HR
Management) during the
Fall 2018 Commencement
from Bethel University
in McKenzie, Tennessee.
The commencement was
held in the school’s Rose-
mary and Harry Crisp
II Arena and a total of
1,108 students graduated

during the 2018 calendar
year.

Established in 1842,
Bethel University is one
of the oldest universities
in the state of Tennessee.
It is affiliated with the
Cumberland  Presbyte-
rian Church, and offers
bachelor’s, master’s, and
associate degrees through
a variety of learning plat-
forms.

Special Delivery Messages 2019

Just mail or bring @ photo of your special little cne
with the order form on the right and

your payment of $10.00 to:

NORTH MISSISSIPPI HERALD

416 N. Main 5t., or P.O. Box 648
Water Valley, MS 38945

The child or grandchild's photo will appear on
a special Valentine page on February 14.

Deeadline is Monday, February 11th at noon.

ATTENTION

Parents & Grandparents

Don’t Miss
The Train!

Valentine in the
North Mississippi

Surprise your special
“Little Valentine”

with a Photo

Deadline is Monday, February 11 af Noon
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Name:

Valentines Photo Order Form
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Address:

City:

Informafion fo be prinfed under picfure

Chilel's Mame:
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o Dfhed

Phone:

Age:
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| would like to
announce my
candidacy for
District 2
Supervisor.
| look forward to
visiting with you

during the e W
Campaign_ — Fred White
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Sylva Rena Baptist Church,
Family Activity Center

February 16th, 2019
5:30 to 7:00 pm

Wild Game Supper - Door Prizes - Guest Speaker
Join us for Good Food and Great Fellowship!

*Winner of shotqun must be 18 years of age or older and must meet all legal requirements for
purchase/license of firearm in the state of MS. Prize awarded in the form of giftcard to Gold N Gun, Grenada

117640 HIGHWAY 32, Water Valley - (662) 473-4447

Oakland Heights Manor

Apartments

145 Walnut Street
Oakland, MS

662-623-8793

1 Bedroom Apartments for Elderly
rent based on 30% of income

Only 62 years or older,
persons may apply
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12 Months
Same as Cash
w.a.c.

We will meet of beat
any compelitors price!
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426 N. MAIN S5T.
WATER VALLEY
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Saturday Yam - 3 pm

(662) 473-3332
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