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rner and Melvin Kennedy as bride and

groom in a Tom Thumb Wedding production along
with another classmate at Davidson Elementary

School.

little distance between “sir”
and the same for females.
By doing this, she noted,
we would preserve our
self-respect and dignity. It
was a lesson well taught,
given that as people of col-
or we faced laws that gov-
erned every aspect of our
lives. It took courage for
Mrs. Davidson to defy this
system.

Minnie Nickolson, the
assistant Sunday school
superintendent, and Alber-
ta Weir, the pianist of the
Everdale Baptist Church
and also Ethel Curry left
their mark as strong leaders
in the church and commu-
nity.

Mrs. Nickolson spon-
sored an annual Easter
program that was a part of
the Sunday school youth
and children department.
It required several weeks of
preparation with rehears-
als at the end of the school
day. Children and youth at-
tended these rehearsals to
learn the songs from Mrs.
Weir and the speeches with
special dramatic readings
assigned by Mrs. Nickol-
son. They worked out the
logistics of the marches,
which were executed with
military-like precision.

Families looked forward
to the Easter programs,
which always brought
an overflow crowd to the
church. White guests sat in
a special reserved section.
The dedication of these two
women instilled pride and
confidence in the students.

Ethel Curry provided
an essential part of the per-
sonal care for the neigh-
borhood’s girls. On the af-
ternoon before Easter, she
used her beautician skills to
give the girls hair styles of
their choice — free of charge.
As one of the younger par-
ticipants, I requested Shir-
ley Temple curls!

On Easter afternoon,
Miss Curry decorated the
choir stand with colorful
streamers of crepe papers
and fresh bouquets of flow-
ers to provide a beautiful
background for the pro-
gram.

Additionally, Miss Cur-
ry, as a science and bi-
ology teacher, extended
her school day to arrange
nature walks outside of
town on late fall days. She
pointed out how the trees
were changing, becoming
bare, and noted the differ-
ent kinds of foliage. As a
reward we were allowed
to gather holly berries and

mistletoe for the Christmas
holiday.

Miss Curry did not for-
get her students during
the summer months. As
a segregated town, Water
Valley did not provide rec-
reational facilities for the
colored residents. Com-
munity leaders, including
Miss Curry, sponsored safe,
interesting activities, such
as house parties or outdoor
events. She organized late
evening strolls on warm
summer nights when the
moon was full. A group of
children of all ages would
meet at her house, and
the walk would lead to
the farm of E.M.B. Church
members Mr. and Mrs. L.
Z. Hervey. They hosted
a party after the walk in
their expansive front yard
so the children could play
games without fear of the
police — who were always
suspicious of gatherings
by colored people — show-
ing up. At the end of the
party, Miss Curry served
refreshments that she had
prepared. Her dedication
along with others gave the
colored children and youth
beautiful lasting memories.

Three other women de-
serve recognition for their
service to the community
and their churches.

Annie Kelly was the
“jeans” teacher and su-
pervisor over the colored
schools in Yalobusha Coun-
ty, though no one ever
explained what “jeans”
meant. She had an office
on main street and visited
all of the colored schools.
Miss Kelly’s parents were
among the county’s first
free-born  generation in
the post-Civil War era.
Black residents with a high
school certificate could
teach school but had to at-
tend Rust College in the
summer to pursue a college
degree. Miss Kelly was
also a leader in the Miles
C.M.E. Methodist Church
and later on the conference
level of the C.M.E. Church,
where she worked in the
various auxiliaries to im-
prove and grow the church
nationwide.

I remember Miss Kel-
ly’s congenial personality,
always putting the interest
of children first. On one of
her visits to the Water Val-
ley Colored School, she as-
signed me the task of mem-
orizing the Twenty-Third
Psalm with 10 cents offered
as areward. I met this chal-
lenge, and a week later I

Ruby M. Turner now resides in Illinois.

proudly recited the psalm.
Miss Kelly motivated many
children, encouraging them
with her words of wisdom
to pursue higher goals.

After her marriage lat-
er in life, she continued to
devote her time and ener-
gies to motivate and inspire
those who sought higher
education — the very model
of a strong and intelligent
woman not to be forgotten.

Annie Givens, featured
in the December 13, 2018
article in this column, and
her husband, Reverend S.
J. Givens, lived next door
to me when I was a child.
When we played outdoors,
Mrs. Givens kept a watch-
ful eye over us. She later
moved to her home on
Wagner Street. Her niece,
Faye Thornton, and I were
best friends, and I often vis-
ited the Givens. Mrs. Giv-
ens continued to attend the
E.M.B. Church and became
the Sunday school superin-
tendent after Mrs. Nickol-
son retired and moved to
another state.

As Sunday school su-
perintendent Mrs. Givens
kept abreast of the current
materials published by the
National Baptist Publish-
ing House. She attended
the annual convention each
year as a delegate of the
E.M.B. Church. World War
IT drastically changed the
makeup of the communi-
ties as so many young men
were drafted to serve in the
armed forces. Camp Mc-
Cain, an army camp, was
located in nearby Grenada.
When some of the young
soldiers visited Water Val-
ley on weekend passes,
they helped fill the void left
by the men who had been
drafted. The community
welcomed these soldiers,
and when they came to
the EEM.B. Church Sunday
school and worship service,
Mrs. Givens assigned them
to the adult class that my
mother taught. They eager-
ly participated and were
a positive addition to the
church.

Over the years, Mrs. Giv-
ens faithfully worked with
the children and young
adults in various programs,
and the Sunday school
grew under her leadership.

She was a beautician,
and she showed the same
interest in her clients as
she did with fellow con-
gregants. Her door was al-
ways open.

Lou Avant was a strong,
influential leader of the
church. She was the presi-

dent of the Everdale Mission-
ary Baptist Church Women's
Missionary =~ Department.
Her leadership abilities
extended beyond this de-
partment and included the
needs of younger women.
In the early 1950s, she orga-
nized a young Matron Mis-
sionary Society in the Ever-
dale Missionary Baptist
Church. I was a part of this
group, and we worked with
the children of the church
and did outreach services
for the sick and shut-in.
The work was rewarding,

more and approached Mrs.
Avant with the idea to form
the Young Matrons Gospel
Chorus. She readily agreed,
and we put the plan in mo-
tion. I served as the pianist
for the junior choir for sev-
eral years, and I became the
pianist for the Young Ma-
trons Gospel Chorus. As a
choir, we were successful,
but we did not have choir
robes. We raised the money,
including donations from
the white business commu-
nity, and became the first
choir to be robed.

As young married and
single women we wanted
to have a social outlet that
was not church affiliated.
Again, we approached
Mrs. Avant with our idea to
form a social club. Always
progressive, she supported
us in this new endeavor.
We organized the Sweet-
heart Social Club and soon
held our first afternoon tea
at the Miles C.MLE. Church.
The good attendance re-
flected the community’s
support. We soon became
recognized as young lead-
ers and decided to include
benevolent duties to help
the elderly, especially on
holidays, with food dona-
tions.

In May of 1956, my old-
est sister, who lived in Chi-
cago, was in the final stage

of her illness, so I left Water
Valley to be with her. After
she passed, my husband
and I, with our two daugh-
ters, moved to Chicago and
later to Phoenix, Illinois, a
suburb of the city. Most of
the women involved in the
aforementioned activities
moved to various states
in the mid-1950s, ending a
special Yalobusha county
era.

On March 10, 1974, the
committee for “A Tribute
to Theresa Davidson” met
in Chicago at the home of
Lorine Turner to plan a
dinner the next month at
the Pilgrim Baptist Church
Community Center. On the
evening of April 20, 1974,
former students who lived
in the Chicago suburbs and
in other states gathered at
the southside building to
reminisce about their expe-
riences under Mrs. David-
son’s leadership. The high-
light of this memorable
evening was the surprise
visits of her sons Drs. E.C.
and Kerry Davidson.

The women featured in
this article - each of them
a leader - dedicated their
lives to enriching and in-
spiring the children and
youth of the colored com-
munities that are now a
part of the African-Amer-
ican experience. This is
their well-earned legacy.

Roaches * Ants * Rats
Mice ° Silver Fish ¢ Fleas
Bed Bugs * Spiders
Termites (Baiting & Liquid)

Tom Byars
(662) 515-8657

QOLD TIME PEST CONTROL

OLD TIME VALUES - MODERN SOLUTIONS

Value based pest control solutions for:

Residential « Commercial « Industrial «Food Plants, SQF and AIB Compliant

Jonathan Ragon
(662) 71471577

91 CR 177 « WATER VALLEY + (662) 473-1059

Termite Inspections (WDIR)
Moisture & Fungus Control
"Termite Pretreat * Borate Treatment
Fire Ant Yearly Treatments

Gary Mixon
(662) 38073614

The office of

TVEPA

will be closed
Tuesday, Dec. 24, and Wednesday, Dec. 25,

for Christmas.
We will also be closed Wednesday, Jan. 1,

for New Year’s Day.

Contact us
anytime, anywhere, 24/7

by using our smartphone app.

® Report outages

= View outage map
= Make payments

= View use

® Recejve automatic

bill notification

m See billing history
m Contact TVEPA

We at TVEPA wish all our
members a wonderful and safe holiday season!




	Page A01
	Page A02
	Page A03
	Page A04
	Page A05
	Page A06
	Page A07
	Page A08
	Page A09
	Page A10
	Page A11
	Page A12
	Page A13
	Page A14

